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European Identity: Its Historic O rigins

RUDOLPH B inion

European Identity can be gpproached in wo agects its perceived identity and its
felt identity. Thisarticle ams o trace the historic originsof the native Europe-wide
sn<e of being European, the feeling anong Europeans deep dowvn that they share a
cammon identity and a common fate From Raman Empire on, political projects for
a wluntary vereign European union keep proving visionary. The diverse European
states have never been able o get their political act together by mutual consent A
felt European identity can't be derived from the medieval model of* European Civi-
lization” ala  That Christianity actually realized such iritual oneness in Europe
was Ramantic myth about the Europe that the French Rewolution destroyed
Europe's great cultural movaments fron the Renaissance, the Enlighterment o the
Ramanticisn were signs of a European unity of girit, but not itscause The article
finds that a European trauma - the Black Death in 1347-1352 created the continen-
tal consciousness The pandemic Pread itspoin throughout Europe in all walk s of
life indifferently, threatening the very survival of the population that it thereby
joined together psychologically During several centuries, Europeans relived the
traumatic B lack Death literally and figuratively, in scial rewlts © called” the
plague of a rebellion” and in cultural events such as the Dance of the Dead The
lasting bond that Europe's trauma-B lack Death created anong Europeans amounts o
a crisis olidarity in the face of a deadly common danger.
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