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Changes in Welfare Ethics: Universality and Speciality Displayed in “Responsibility”
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(Institute of European Studies, CASS)

Abstract The concept of “responsibility” (or “eligibility” ) is highly moralized, This leads to the Wel-
fare State reforms advance by roundabout ways. In fact, the concept of responsibility is not immutable. This
article made an attempt to trace the concepts of responsibility and eligibility throughout the history of welfare
and assistance, followed the changes of responsibility from individual to state and back to individual, and
compared the contents and provisions of social responsibility in Britain and Germany. The article concludes that
the discussion of social responsibility may be universal, but its contents and ways must vary according to the
differences in production and life,
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