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Abstract

Due to the uniqueness of EU in the process of world history and global politics, there is not only a so-called “Europe model” for EU economic and social development, but also a model for EU external relations, especially for foreign aid. During the long period of foreign aid, EU has gradually formed its mode, michenism, notion, characteristic, which is different from other international donors and can be well reflected in the process of EU aid to the Western Balkans.Therefore, based on the case of EU aid to the Western Balkans, this dissertation tries to generalize and analyze the socalled “Europe model for foreign aid”.The whole content can be divided to 6 parts, and every part concentrates on one aspect or trait of “Europe model for foreign aid”: 

(1)The first chapter focuses on continuous, wide-spread and multi-lateral aid policy of EU. As in the case of Western Balkans, compared with other international donors, EU tends to supply generous aid to all benificiary countries in the region after the Cold War. Moreover, EU has tried to initiate the international coordinated networks for aid to this region, which can be clearly reflected in the born of the 1999 Stability Pact for the South Eastern Europe.

(2)The second chapter discusses the diversity and complementarity of the EU foreign aid instruments. As in the case of Western Balkans, EU designed diverse but complementary instruments for aid implementation, these instruments fall into two types: geographical instruments and thematic instruments. From the review and analysis of these aid instruments, we can see that EU imported virious kinds of resourses to the Western Balkans, and it is the aid instruments that makes EU aid more rational and effective.

(3)The third chapter makes an examnation of the comprehensiveness of EU foreign aid. This characteristic can be well reflected in the aims, issues, types and forms of EU’s aid to Western Balkans. Based on three main aims of stability, transition, and accession, EU imported capital, techniques, materials, and human resourse to Western Balkans, through different types of aid. We can hardly find this comprehensive trait in other donors like the U.S. and WB, for EU is no doubt the direct and critical donor in this region.

(4)The fifth chapter focuses on the all-round, strict but flexible conditionality of EU’s foreign aid.The conditionality is not only embedded in certain general value of EU external relations, but also reflects the needs to solve the unique ergent problems of Western Balkans.Therefore, EU laid much emphasis on the condition and clauses of “regional cooperation”, “respect and protection for the minorities”, “full cooperation with ICTY”, etc.

(5)The fourth chapter analyzes the unique multilevel regime of EU foreign aid. Unlike other international donors, EU embodies three main levels of governance (Supranational, National, and Sub-national), in which different actors interact with each other on the foreign aid issue. After sorts out EU’s policy process (from iniation, decision, implementation, management to supervision) of foreign aid to Western Balkans, this chapter tries to discuss the distinctive actors and michenisms in the EU foreign aid systems.

(6)The sixth chapter is about the interaction between EU’s foreign aid and some other policy instruments, e.g.: trade, common foreign and defence action, membership. After all, EU has applied nearly all of its typical policy instruments as a “Soft Power”in the Western Balkans, which raises a series of other questions, e.g.: how can EU foreign aid interact with other instruments? especially in working condition, target, procejure, michenism, approach, and some other aspects. What is the specific role of EU foreign aid in the “tool-kit”?As a unique donor with “Multi-level Systems” and “Three Pillars”, EU has to reconsider the above questions and enhance the correlations among different issues, instruments and “Pillars”.

Last but not least, based on the above discussion and analysis, my dissertation concluded that the “Western Balkans Case” is bodied with some typical elements of EU foreign aid model, e.g.: the comprehensive benificiary, the intentional use of grants in aid capitals, the multilevel regime of foreign aid. At the same time, the practices of foreign aid in the Western Balkans also enrich the content of the “Europe model for foreign aid”, e.g.: the extraordinary emphasis on the essence of regional stability and security, the evident interaction between aid instrument and other policy instruments. In a word, the “Europe model for foreign aid” was, is, and will be changing and refining all the time, which is worthwhile for us to observe continuously.
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